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INTRODUCTION 

Systems for delivering drugs to specific body sites have a significant impact on the healthcare system [1-3]. The best 

drug delivery system combines the medicine with carrier particles like microspheres, nanoparticles, and liposomes to find the 

optimal way to give the drug at a rate determined by the body's requirement throughout the course of treatment. The oral 

route of drug administration is the most recommended for taking medication [4-6]. Small, spherical particles with a diameter 

of 1 um to 100 um are called microspheres. They are naturally occurring, freely moving particles made of proteins or 

synthetic polymers that are biodegradable. 

 

There are two types of microspheres 

1) microcapsule-entrapped substance distinctly surrounded by distinct capsule wall 

2) micro matrices-entrapped substance is dispersed throughout the matrix Controlled drug delivery system overcome the 

problems of conventional therapy and enhance therapeutic efficacy of given drug [7] to obtain maximum therapeutic efficacy 

it becomes necessary to deliver the agent. Microspheres are used in development of new drug delivery system for controlled 

release of drug [8]. 

 

Ideal Characteristics of Microspheres: [9-10] 

a. Ability to control the release rate for a predefined period of time 

b. Higher concentrations of the drug can be given serve as depot. 

c. Stability of the preparation after synthesis with a clinically acceptable shelf life. 

d. Controlled particle size and dispersion of the drug in aqueous solvent for parenterals. 

e. Biocompatibility with a controllable biodegradability.  

 

Levosalbutamol sulphate chitosan microsphere for the treatment of asthma 
Drug delivery methods called mucoadhesive allow for prolonged, close contact between the drug and the mucosa. 

Levosalbutamol sulphate mucoadhesive chitosan microspheres were created in the current study using the spray drying 

method. Size, encapsulation effectiveness, swelling capacity, in vitro release study, and mucoadhesion investigation by 

rat ileum were used to describe the formulations. Asthma, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, and other diseases can 
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A B S T R A C T 
Microspheres are typically free-flowing powders with a particle size range of 1-1000 μm that are made of proteins or 

synthetic polymers. The variety of techniques available for the manufacture of microspheres provides a number of 

chances to regulate drug administration processes and improve a specific drug's therapeutic effectiveness. In order to 

deliver a medicinal chemical to the target region with a continuous regulated release, there are several different methods. 

One such strategy involves employing microspheres, commonly referred to as microparticles, as medication carriers. It is 

a dependable method for maintaining the desired concentration at the location of interest and delivering the medicine to 

the target site with specificity, if altered. Microspheres attracted a lot of interest for their sustained release as well as their 

ability to target anticancer medications. Microspheres will play a key role in novel drug delivery in the future by fusing 

together a variety of other strategies, especially in diseased cell sorting, diagnostics, gene & genetic materials, safe, 

targeted, and efficient in vivo delivery, and supplements as miniature representations of diseased organs and tissues in 

the body. 
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all be treated in part because to crucial studies in the field of pulmonary medication delivery. The most direct route to the 

medication target is inhalation. Drug delivery methods called mucoadhesive allow for prolonged, close contact between 

the drug and the mucosa. This technique makes use of bioadhesion, which occurs when certain polymers hydrate and 

become adhesive. In this study, Levosalbutamol sulphate-loaded chitosan microspheres were used to develop a 

pulmonary medication delivery system. The study's goal is to increase patient compliance by decreasing the frequency of 

medication for traditional dose forms. 

 

APPLICATION OF MICROSPHERES IN PHARMACEUTICAL INDUSTRY: 

A special material for the construction of ocular drug delivery vehicles, microspheres made of polymer exhibit 

favourable biological behaviour such as bioadhesion, permeability-enhancing qualities, and intriguing physicochemical 

characteristics. For instance, Chitosan, Alginate, and Gelatin [11–16]. 

 

Oral Drug Delivery:  

Microspheres containing polymer can be used to create film dosage forms as an alternative to pharmaceutical tablets 

because of their capacity to do so. Microspheres are more suited for use in oral drug delivery applications due to their pH 

sensitivity and the primary amine groups' reactivity. e.g. Chitosan, Gelatin. 

 

Gene Delivery:  

Microspheres may be a helpful oral gene carrier due to their GI tract adhesion and transport characteristics. For 

instance, insulin administration, chitosan, gelatin, viral vectors, cationic liposomes, polycation complexes, and gene 

therapy utilising DNA plasmids. It helps with vaccine distribution as well because immunity to the microbe or its 

harmful by product is a requirement for a vaccine. The drawbacks of conventional vaccines may be overcome via 

biodegradable delivery systems for vaccines administered parent rally. The tetanus and diphtheria vaccine is one of many 

parenteral vaccinations that have been enclosed in biodegradable polymeric microspheres [16]. 

 

Nasal Drug Delivery:  

When in contact with the nasal mucosa, polymer-based drug delivery systems such microspheres, liposomes, and 

gels have been shown to have high bioadhesive properties and quickly swell, improving the bioavailability and residence 

time of the medications to the nasal route. Examples include starch, dextrose, albumin, chitosan, and gelatin [17]. 

 

Intratumoral and Local Drug Delivery:  

Polymer films are created in order to deliver paclitaxel at the tumour location in a therapeutically effective 

concentration. Gelatin, PLGA, and Chitosan are some examples of drug mixtures that have promising potential for 

application in controlled delivery in the oral cavity. 

 

Buccal Drug Delivery:  

Because it has muco/bioadhesive characteristics and can boost absorption, polymer is a great polymer to utilise for 

buccal distribution. Alginate of sodium and chitosan. 

 

Gastrointestinal Drug Delivery:  

When introduced to acidic and neutral environments, polymer granules with internal voids created by deacidification 

are buoyant and allow a controlled release of the medicine, such as Eudragit, Ethyl cellulose + Carbopol BSA, and 

Gelatin. 

 

Transdermal Drug Delivery:  

Polymer has good film-forming properties. The drug release from the devices is affected by the membrane thickness 

and cross-linking of the film. e.g. Chitosan, Alginate, PLGA. 

 

Monoclonal Antibodies:  

Monoclonal antibodies or targeting microspheres are biologically immune microspheres. This type of targeting is 

used to achieve selective targeting to specific sites of the body organ. Monoclonal Antibodies are extremely specific 

molecules which bind to the specific part of the body system through which absorption takes place via 

a. Nonspecific adsorption and specific adsorption 

b. Direct coupling 

c. Coupling via reagents 

 

Imaging:  

Diameter of microspheres plays an important role in determining the imaging of targeted sites using already labelled 

microspheres having radio activity. The microspheres injected via IV route apart from the portal vein will usually 

become entrapped in the area of lungs. This phenomenon is specifically used for scintigraphic imaging of tumour masses 
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in lungs using human serum albumin microspheres. 

 

Topical Porous Microspheres:  

Microsponges are porous microspheres having myriad of interconnected voids of size range 5 to 300µm. these 

sponges having capacity to engulf the various active ingredients such as emollients, fragrances, essential oils which is 

used for the topical application [17]. 

 

Medical Application: 

 Release of proteins, peptides and hormones over the extended period of time. 

 Passive targeting of leaky tumor vessels, active targeting of tumor cells, antigens, by parenteral route. 

 Magnetic Microspheres can be used for used for stem cell extraction and bone marrow purging. 

 Used for Various diagnostic test for infectious disease like bacterial, viral and fungal. 

 

Radioactive Application:  

It can be beneficial for the embolisation of various liver and spleen tumors which is used for radio synvectomy of 

local radiotherapy, arthritis, imaging of liver, bone marrow, local radiotherapy and even imaging of thrombus in deep 

vein thrombosis can be done. 

 

Other Applications:  

Cell biology, fluorescent linked immunosorbent assay, and membrane-based flow cytometry are all applications for 

fluorescent microspheres. Both the main therapy of carcinoma and the pretransplant care of HCC can be successfully 

accomplished with yttrium 90. 

 

Colonic Drug Delivery:  

Polymer has been used for the specific delivery of insulin to the colon e.g. Chitosan. 

 

Vaginal Drug Delivery:  

Polymer, modified by the introduction of thioglycolic acid to the primary amino groups of the polymer is widely 

used for the treatment of mycotic infections of the genitourinary tract e.g. Chitosan, Gelatin, PLGA.  

 

Targeting by Using Micro Particulate Carriers:  

The concept of targeting is a well established dogma, which is gaining full attention now a days. The response 

produced by the drug depends on its access and interaction with receptor usually pellets method is reported which can be 

prepared by using extrusion / Spheronization technology e.g. microcrystalline cellulose (MCC)and chitosan. 

 

METHOD OF PREPRATION 

1. Spray Drying  

2. Solvent Evaporation  

3. Single emulsion technique  

4. Double emulsion technique 

5. Phase separation coacervation technique  

6. Spray drying and spray congealing 

7. Solvent extraction  

8. Quassi emulsion solvent diffusion 

 

Spray Drying [18] 

In the spray drying process, the polymer is first dissolved in a volatile organic solvent like acetone or 

dichloromethane. The medication is then homogenised at high speed and disseminated in a polymeric solution. Then, a 

heated air stream atomizes this dispersion. The process of atomization results in the development of tiny droplets from 

which the solvent rapidly evaporates, resulting in the formation of microspheres with a size range of 1–100 m. The 

cyclone separator separates micro particles from hot air while vacuum drying removes any remaining liquid. One of this 

procedure' main benefits is its ability to operate under aseptic environments.2. Solvent Evaporation: [19-22] 

 

This procedure is carried out during the liquid manufacturing phase of the vehicle. The microcapsule coating is 

distributed in a volatile solvent that can mix with the liquid manufacturing process' vehicle phase. In the coating polymer 

solution, a microencapsulated core material is dissolved. Agitation To create the proper size microcapsule, the core 

material mixture is dissolved in the liquid manufacturing vehicle phase. The solvent for the polymer of the core material 

is then dissolved in the polymer solution, and if additional heating is required to cause the mixture to evaporate, the 

polymer around the core shrinks. Matrix-type microcapsules are created when the covering polymer solution dissolves 

the core material. Either water-soluble or soluble elements make up the essential components. 
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Single emulsion technique [23] 

The single emulsion approach is used to create the micro particle carriers for the natural polymers, which include 

proteins and carbohydrates. The dispersion of natural polymers in non-aqueous media, such as oil, occurs after they have 

been dissolved in an aqueous medium. The cross connecting of dispersed globules is done in the following step. Heat or 

chemical cross linkers can be used to create the cross connecting. Acid chloride, formaldehyde, and glutaraldehyde are 

the cross-linking chemicals employed. Thermo labile materials should not be subjected to heat denaturation. If 

introduced during preparation and subsequently subjected to centrifugation, washing, or separation, chemical cross 

linking, which has the drawback of exposing the active ingredient to excessive amounts of chemicals, can substantially 

be influenced by the type of surfactants employed to stabilise the emulsion phases. 

 

Double emulsion technique: [24] 

The ideal candidates for this method of microsphere synthesis include water-soluble medications, peptides, proteins, 

and vaccines. It involves the formation of multiple emulsions or double emulsions of type w/o/w. Both natural and 

synthetic polymers can be employed using this technique. The lipophilic organic continuous phase contains a dispersion 

of the aqueous protein solution. The active ingredients could be present in this protein solution. 

 

Phase separation coacervation technique: [23] 

This method is based on the idea that when polymers become less soluble in organic phases, coacervates—a phase 

rich in polymers—become more likely to develop. This method involves dispersing drug particles in a polymer solution 

before adding an incompatible polymer to create the first polymer needed for phase separation. 

 

Spray drying and spray congealing: [18] 

These methods are based on the drying of the mist of polymer and drug in the air. Depending upon removal of the 

solvent or cooling of the solution, these two processes are named spray drying and spray congealing. 

 

Solvent extraction: [23] 

Solvent evaporation method is used for the manufacturing of micro particles and involves removal of the organic 

phase by extraction of the non-aqueous solvent. This method involves the water miscible organic solvent which is 

isopropanol. 

 

Quassi emulsion solvent diffusion: [23-25] 

A novel quasi-emulsion solvent diffusion method used for the manufacturing of the controlled release microspheres 

of drugs with acrylic polymers has been reported in the literature. Micro sponges can be manufactured by the quassi 

emulsion solvent diffusion method by using external phase which contains distilled water and polyvinyl alcohol. The 

internal phase consists of the drug, ethanol and polymers. Firstly, the internal phase is manufactured at 60ºC and after 

then added to the external phase at room temperature. Then emulsification   the mixture is continuously stirred for 2 

hours. The mixture can be filtered for separate the micro sponges. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Microspheres are a better drug delivery method than other types, according to the current review research. This 

microsphere new drug delivery technology, which has greater efficacy in the treatment of diseases related to the lungs, 

the heart, or the nervous system, will soon be available. It also has greater efficacy in the administration of drugs in vivo. 

The active pharmaceutical component and other formulation excipients are primarily protected by this formulation. The 

application of microspheres has been discussed in detail in this review article. 
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